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MIDDLE SNAKE BASIN PLANNING UNIT 
MISSION AND GOALS 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Our mission is to treat water as a valuable resource through the development and implementation 
of a watershed plan consistent with RCW 90.82 for the beneficial management of water 
resources to balance the present and future needs of local rural and urban communities, 
agriculture and other industries, fish and wildlife, and tribal communities and treaty rights. 
 
POTENTIAL PLANNING GOALS  
 

• Protect existing water rights, private property rights and tribal treaty rights 
 

• Emphasize voluntary and incentive-based management solutions 
 

• Maintain and enhance the regional economy and provide future economic opportunities 
associated with the watershed hydrology, including but not limited to potable water, 
agriculture, industry, recreation and tourism 

 
• Establish and maintain ongoing education and public involvement program  

 
• Establish a detailed funding plan for implementation, including: projects, programs, long-

term monitoring and evaluation of watershed plan implementation 
 

• Ensure fairness in distributing costs and burdens of water resource management actions 
 
• Obtain local, state and federal agencies (regulatory and management) and tribal buy-in and 

cooperation for recommended management strategies 
 

• Provide long-term reliable and predictable water supplies for human uses 
 

• Identify minimum and target stream flows, and manage stream flows to enhance habitat 
conditions for salmonids, with emphasis on steelhead and bull trout 

 
• Protect surface and ground water quality needed for public drinking water supplies, 

agriculture, recreation , fish and other uses  
 

• Improve certainty, timeliness and efficiency in water right decisions 
 

• Improve scientific basis for understanding baseline conditions 
 

• Identify and implement water conservation and efficiency strategies 
 

• Maintain productive riparian habitat and enhance degraded habitat for salmonids in all life 
stages 


